
Richard, a Jesuit friend of mine about 6 
years my senior, recently died from an 
aggressive lung cancer. (No, he was not a 
smoker, but probably had lived with too 
many who were.) He had been a scholar, 
writer and teacher of Spiritual Theology 
for almost 50 years. During his last 
weeks, he confessed to his friends and 
companions: “I’ve not spent much time 
thinking about Eternal Life. I’ve spent 
most of my life thinking and writing 
about how we experience God in this life. 
But now…“  
 
This is not particularly unusual. The 
Church, in her wisdom, has us spending 
most of the year considering God’s pres-
ence in our world, especially God-in-
Christ as he came among us, befriended, 
taught, healed, suffered and died for us, 
and finally sent the Holy Spirit into the 
Church. We rarely think about what it will 
be like for us to be in God’s world — to 
coin a phrase. 
 
When the New Testament uses such 
terms as “Kingdom of Heaven,” or 
“Kingdom of God” it is referring, not to a 
next or other world, but to the reign of 
God in this world which we are to medi-
ate, facilitate, and anticipate. It’s what 

we pray for when we say “thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” 
 
On this feast of the Ascension, focused 
on the moment that Jesus returned to his 
Father, we might take a moment to pon-
der what it is Jesus returned to — to 
what we, each of us, will eventually go 
to. After all, did he not say: I will come 
back again and take you to myself, so that 
where I am you also may be? [John 14:13] 
 
So, what about Eternal life, life outside or 
beyond this world, what we call life in 
heaven? How do we imagine that? Tradi-
tionally, following scriptures that say we 
shall be in the company of the angels 
singing eternal praise to God. Hence the 
image of men and women in white robes 
walking among the clouds playing small 
harps. Such an image, along with the 
promise of relief from all sorrow and pain 
— “eternal rest” we call it — may be 
attractive to elders experiencing the vi-
cissitudes of aging or to those who, for 
whatever reason, find this life a constant 
struggle. But, it does not serve well to 
motivate righteous behavior among the 
younger. In fact, it seems more like the 
promise of endless boredom. 

 
In more recent decades, and especially 
among the more comfortable, we have 
created an image for Eternal Life that 
includes those earthly pleasures we es-
pecially enjoy now but taken to the max. 
Examples are that perfect golf hole, fish-
ing spot, ski run, and let us not forget the 
sumptuous banquet with juicy, rich food 
and pure, choice wines. [Is 25:6] In this 
regard, we are not very different from 
our Muslim neighbors.  
 
In more recent decades, our imaginings 
of Eternal Life have also included being 
united in companionship with the saints, 
Mary, the Apostles, etc. but also reunited 
with parents, spouses, relatives, and 
friends — all those for whom we hold 
affection. 
 
All of this is fine as far as it goes, but it 
really begs the question: what it is Jesus 
returned to and to which each of us will 
eventually go? In Jesus’ case, this can be 
nothing less than the Eternal Word of 
God, the second person of the Blessed 
Trinity — now incarnate and fully human 
— reuniting with the living God of whom 
scripture says heaven and earth cannot 
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
Additional info at: SaintOlaf.org/events 

Saturday, May 12 
   9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions  
 2:00 p.m. African Choir Rehearsal  
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 
Ascension, May 13 — Mother’s Day 
 6:00 a.m. Mass 
 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 9:00 a.m. Nursery Opens 
 10:00 a.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 
Monday, May 14 
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 7:30 a.m. Samaritan Ministry Hospitality 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 
 
Tuesday, May 15 
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions  
 6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 
Wednesday, May 16 
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 7:00 a.m. AA 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 
 6:00 p.m. Legatus Mass 
 6:30 p.m. Parish Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 p.m. Alanon 
 
Thursday, May 17 
 7:00 a.m.  Mass/Confessions 
 7:30 a.m. Samaritan Ministry Hospitality 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 5:30 p.m. Being Sober/Becoming Happy 
 
Friday, May 18 
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass  
 12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
 
Saturday, May 19 
   9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions  
 2:00 p.m. African Choir Rehearsal  
 2:30 p.m. Venite Choir Rehearsal  
 4:00 p.m. Mass 

Pentecost 
Next weekend, May 19-20, is the celebration of Pentecost. 
We celebrate the Holy Spirit’s ongoing presence in the 
Church throughout the world. EVERYONE is invited to WEAR 
RED or ETHNIC CLOTHING to Mass. Do you have a traditional 
garment, a scarf from Italy, a religious pendant that belonged 
to your grandmother, or a hat that your father wore to 
church every Sunday? Wear it!  
 
Twins Tickets 
Join parishioners (bring friends!) to hear our Festival Choir 
sing the national anthem at our annual ST. OLAF NIGHT  
AT THE TWINS, Wednesday, June 20, at 7:10 p.m. vs the  
Boston Red Sox. Tickets $25, includes a hot dog and a pop. 
(Additional hot dogs $1 on Dollar Dog Night!). Reserve tickets 
using form in the pamphlet racks. Watch for details in Forliti 
Foyer about picking up your tickets. Deadline is May 25. 
 
Memorial Day  
On Memorial Day, Monday May 28th we will have a special 
Mass at 10:00 a.m. There will be no Mass at 7:00 a.m. or 
12:00 noon. The parish office will be closed. May the souls  
of all our departed loved ones through the mercy of God rest  
in peace, Amen.  
 
Mark the Date 
Fr. David Haschka’s last weekend at St. Olaf will be June 23 
and 24. On Sunday, June 24, he will preside at the 10:00 a.m. 
and 12 noon liturgies. He will attend hospitality after the 
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 12 noon Masses to say goodbye 
and receive well wishes. Thank you, Fr. Haschka, for three 
years of priestly ministry at St. Olaf!  
 
Book Club 
The Book Club next meets Sunday, June 3, 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
“The Shepherd Who Didn’t Run” by Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda 
This book explores the story of Father Stanley Rother who  
is recognized as the first U.S. -born martyr.  
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contain. [1 Kgs 8:27] Eternal Life is nothing less than Jesus 
bringing us with him into his intimate union with God.  
 
This, we simply cannot imagine. As Saint Paul has written 
quoting Isaiah: What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and 
what has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for 
those who love him. [1 Cor 2:9, Is 64:3]  
 
So, let us enjoy our various imaginings of an Eternal Life of 
blissful pleasure and joyful companionship, but on this day 
especially remember that something far greater and truly un-
imaginable awaits us. 


