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My friends,                            By Fr. Patrick Kennedy 
 
Many years ago, when I was a young associate here at St. 
Olaf, we would have what they called yearly Fund Appeal 
Dinners which raised money for our operating budget. 
There were five of these dinners in rapid succession. Each 
night, groups of 150 people would pile into Cowley Hall. 
That’s about all it would hold which is why we had five of 
them. We used to pray some wouldn’t show just because 
even that number was pushing it.  
 
St. Olaf’s Women’s Club would act as hostesses. There 
would be a bar set up.  Betty Indihar, the organist for the 
parish, would sit down at the old upright piano and brought 
it to life with her fingers dancing away on the keys.  She 
would play oldies but goodies throughout the evening. 
Requests from the crowd were welcomed. Some stood 
around the piano to sing along.  They probably would have 
kicked up a heel or two, but there was no room to dance.  
 
The food was simple but tasty. Rose Burns catered.  A nice 
size slice of ham, au gratin potatoes, a medley of 
vegetables, and rolls and butter were the menu each night. 
Nobody seemed concerned about diet or food restrictions 
back then. Everybody got the same thing. Whether they 
ate it or not, I never could tell. The one thing I do 
remember is I did eat it, and there was plenty to go around. 
Nobody went home hungry or thirsty for that matter.   
 
The tables were set nicely. No paper products, except 
napkins, were used.  On the table were the usual 
accoutrements to eat your supper, and, in front of each 
setting, a hunk of cheesecake with strawberry sauce and a 
dollop of whipped cream on top.  Along with food, there 
was a card and an envelope in front of each place setting 
and stubby little yellow pencils scattered around. 
 
After supper, when coffee was poured and people were 
enjoying their dessert, Monsignor Fleming caught Betty’s 
eye, and he ran his finger across his neck, and the music 
stopped. He tapped the mike to see if was on. It was also 
his not so subtle signal to the crowd to quell the lively 
conversations going on throughout the room.   
 

 
 
He simply started by saying, “Thank you for coming. Now 
that we have eaten, it is time for me to fleece the flock!”  
He laughed and laughed, and so did the crowd.  He would 
then add, “Enough of this frivolity! It’s time to get down to 
business.”  And the crowd laughed again. So did he, but he 
was serious.  He then would explain what was on the card. 
“Use the pencils in front of you!” he hollered over the 
chatter in the room.  “Fill it out.”  “Please be generous.” 
“Place the card in the envelope and pass it to one of the 
staff as they come by.”  
 
He stayed front and center, like a professor proctoring a 
test to a room full of students.  When it looked like 
everybody was done, he said two things.  “Did you have a 
good time tonight?”  Everybody shouted back a resounding 
“Yes!”  Then Monsignor said “Good! Now go home! We 
have to get ready for the next batch!”  People laughed, 
clapped, and started to get up. It was the cue for Betty 
Indihar to play her rousing rendition of “Good Night, Irene” 
as everybody went up the stairs and out the door, never 
feeling so good about having their pockets picked for the 
work of St. Olaf.  
 
That was then.  This is now.  But what I learned from the 
Monsignor has been a lifelong lesson.  There is a 
concentrated time to grab people’s attention, ask for what 
you need and put an end to it.  
 
The second thing I learned was people come to Olaf for 
one simple reason. They loved it then, and they love it 
now.  Because they do, they are willing to support it 
financially and with their time, too.   
 
This year, our operational needs total $1,843,500.  Over 
the next month, I am going to ask you to be generous.   
I am going to thank you for your support of time and money 
that help us do what we do. We can’t do what we do 
without you. So, I am going to pray, in these challenging 
times in the Church, you will each do your part by being 
generous. Together, like generations before us, we will 
help St. Olaf, the continuing sign of Christ’s saving 
presence in Downtown Minneapolis.  

   30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
              October 28, 2018 



 
 
Fall behind – Daylight saving time ends 2:00 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 4. 

November Remembrance of the Dead  
All may enter names of loved ones who have died in the Book of 
Remembrance which will be near the baptismal font throughout 
November, and on the “Tree of Life” which will be near the skylight at 
the entrance to St. Olaf.   
All Saints Day, Nov. 1, is a holy day of obligation. Masses are on Wed. 
Oct. 31 at 5:15 p.m. with music, and on Thurs. Nov. 1 at 6, 7 and 10 
a.m. (no music), and 11 a.m., 12 noon, 4 and 5:15 p.m. with music.  
All Souls Day, Nov. 2, is a day to pray for the eternal joy of our 
departed loved ones. Masses are at 7a.m. and 12 noon. At the noon 
Mass, we will have music and read aloud the names of those whose 
funerals were celebrated at St. Olaf this year. 
 

Book Club The next meeting will be held on Sunday, November 4, from 
2:30 to 3:30. The Spiritual Wisdom of Saint John XXIII: Powerful Insights, 
Simple Practices, Heartfelt Prayers by Bill Huebsch 
 

Calling All Coats! The bad news is it’s getting cold out! The good news 
is you can help, perhaps not by changing the temps but by bringing in 
coats, hats, mittens, and scarves for adult men and women being 
served by our Samaritan ministry. New or clean, gently used coats are 
accepted whenever you are here at St. Olaf. 
 

Thanksgiving Meals on Wheels Thanksgiving Meals on Wheels is a 
metro wide effort to provide a prepared, traditional Thanksgiving meal 
delivered to households who would otherwise go without. There is no 
charge. St. Olaf is collecting names and delivery information through 
Nov 12. Call the parish office at 612-332-7471. 
If you would like to assist with the assembly of food boxes, food 
preparation or clean up, please arrive at Cretin-Derham High School, 
550 South Albert, (South Entrance) St. Paul, at 4:00 a.m. on 
Thanksgiving morning. Thanksgiving Meals on Wheels also needs 
DRIVERS to deliver the meals to each family. All volunteer drivers 
should arrive at Cretin-Derham High School (Northwest Entrance) at 
7:00 a.m.  
 

Moved or Moving? Phone Number Changed? 
We try to keep our records as accurate and up to date as possible. So if 
you have moved or are moving or if you have a new phone number, 
please let us know. Please stay in touch! FRMurnane@saintolaf.org or 
612-767-7635.   
 
 

 This Year  

Actual 

This Year  

Budget 

Variance  

from 
Budget 

Week #15 $18,765 $28,067 ($9,301) 

YTD through 
week #15 

 

$278,370 

 

$421,000 

 

($142,630) 

 

 
Saturday, October 27, 2018 
9:00 a.m.  Centering Prayer 
10:00 a.m. RCIA 
12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
4:00 p.m.  Mass 
   
Sunday, October 28 – Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
6:00 a.m.  Mass 
8:00 a.m.  Mass 
9:00 a.m.  Nursery Opens 
10:00 a.m. Mass 
12:00 p.m. Mass  
4:00 p.m.  Mass 
 
Monday, October 29 
7:00 a.m.                Mass/Confessions 
7:30 a.m.  Samaritan Ministry Hospitality  
12:00 p.m. Mass 
12:00 p.m. AA 
 
Tuesday, October 30 
7:00 a.m.  Mass/Confessions 
12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions  
 
Wednesday, October 31 
7:00 a.m.  Mass/Confessions  
7:00 a.m.  AA 
12:00 p.m. Mass 
12:00 p.m. AA 
5:15 p.m.  Mass, All Saints Day 
6:30 p.m.  Parish Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m.  Alanon 
 
Thursday, November 1 
All Saints Day, Holy Day 
6:00 a.m.  Mass, All Saints Day 
7:00 a.m.  Mass, All Saints Day 
10:00 a.m. Mass, All Saints Day 
11:00 a.m. Mass, All Saints Day 
12:00 p.m. Mass, All Saints Day 
4:00 p.m.  Mass, All Saints Day 
5:15 p.m.  Mass, All Saints Day 
  
Friday, November 2 
Office Closed on Fridays 
All Souls Day 
7:00 a.m.  Mass/Confessions 
12:00 p.m. Mass w/Lunch  
12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
 
Saturday, November 3 
9:00 a.m.  Centering Prayer 
10:00 a.m. RCIA 
12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
12:30 p.m. Venite Choir Rehearsal 
2:00 p.m.  African Choir Rehearsal 
4:00 p.m.  Mass 

 
 
 

 

This Week’s Schedule 
Additional info at SaintoOlaf.org/events 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Additional info at SaintOlaf.org/events 
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